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Old Testament Saints
Esther
I.  Introduction
	A.  Background
	The Book of Esther doesn’t name its writer.  Early Jewish and Christian traditions suggest Mordecai as possibly being the author. Scripture says Mordecai recorded certain events in order to relay them to Jews throughout the kingdom.  The narrative of Esther covers 486 to 465 BC.  If written by Mordecai, the Book of Esther was probably written soon after the events described in the fifth century B.C. The Book of Esther concludes with a clear purpose: for the original audience to understand and observe the celebration of Purim.  
II.  Beauty, Honor and Influence
	A.  The Context
	This Biblical account is set in Persia – formerly Mesopotamia, the region around modern-day Iraq and Iran.  God’s covenant people, the Jews, had been captured by the Babylonians.  When the Persians overthrew the Babylonians, the Jews were granted freedom from their exile.  
	Persian kings were concerned with perpetuating unity and compliance within the realm, and instituted policies and social structures to unify its people and culture.  In addition to tiered governance, a few other cultural developments included embracing the diversity of cultures present among such a vast populace; the policy of emancipating slaves, including the Jewish people, instituting postal and road systems; and promoting an official language throughout the land – Aramaic.  All these developments play a role in revealing the invisible God through the story of Esther.
Question:  
- Why is it important to keep in mind that all events are ultimately within God’s authority? 
	B.  Explore the Text 
(Chapter 1)
	1.  Persia Needs a ____________ Queen 
	
	
Questions: 
- What is the underlying issue in the conflict that opens the book of Esther?  

- Is Vashti wrong for her response?  Why or why not.

Chapter 2
		2.  God Provided a New Queen (vv. 2:2,4-8; 17; 20)
	
Question:  Is it significant that Esther is described as always following Mordecai’s instruction?  If so, Why?

Questions:
- What seemingly nonspiritual factors was God using to put people into positions of influence for reasons still unknown to those involved?

- What does God’s activity in these areas reveal about His relationship to our daily lives – even the mundane details?
	
	The Old Testament reveals the invisible God in at least two ways:
	- Through the ___________ that take place, specifically in His dealings with 	Israel. 
 
	- Through the revelation of those events in Scripture. 
	
	  


