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Old Testament Saints
The Book of Nehemiah
I.  Introduction
	A.  Author
		1.  The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah contain sections that can be called memoirs, and those sections were most likely written by the two men.  Yet most Bible scholars believe the books were brought into their final form by a single individual.  Jewish tradition identifies that Chronicler as Ezra, who is known from the text to have been a skilled scribe.
	B.  Date
		1.  Bible scholars suggest that Ezra-Nehemiah was finalized around 			430 BC.
	C.  Purpose
		1.  Ezra-Nehemiah continues the history of God’s people as told in I-II Chronicles.  The restoration of Jewish exiles to the promised land highlights the Lord’s faithfulness in keeping His promises, emphasizes the spiritual transformation needed by all people, and God’s provision of servant leadership to His people.
II.  God Inspires the Work
	A.  The Context (Nehemiah 1-2)
	Jerusalem’s wall had been torn apart in 586 BC as the people were taken 
into exile.  Some 50 years later, a first group of exiles returned to Jerusalem and began to rebuild.  Then Ezra led another group of exiles to Jerusalem in 458 BC.  Fourteen years later, however, an important task of restoration remained undone.  The wall around Jerusalem lay in ruins.
	Nehemiah lived in Susa in 445 BC.  He was still in exile, and he served as the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. The royal cupbearer was one of the king’s most trusted officials; he put his life on the line for the king every day.  The cupbearer had a dual role: first, to taste whatever the king desired to drink, ensuring it was poison free; second, to provide security for the king’s living quarters.  Nehemiah’s job wasn’t menial; it was a role of influence and honor.	
	B.  Explore the Text
		1.  A _____________ Report (Neh. 1:1-11)  
Question: How does Nehemiah respond?  

Question: What types of circumstances might fasting be appropriate?       
- Isaiah 58:6-8 
  Look at what God says He has chosen fasts that:
		- _____________ the bonds of wickedness							- _____________ heavy burdens								- let the oppressed ______________								- _____________ every yoke									- give ____________ to the hungry								- provide the __________ with housing							- give ___________ to the naked
	
		2.  _____________ Exposed (Neh. 2:1-3) 
	 
Question: Why do you think this was his initial reaction? 
	
Question: What do you think made Nehemiah so wise in how he approached the king?

		3.  _____________ Presented and ____________ Made (Neh. 2:4-10)
		  
	
Question:  What lessons, if any, do we learn from Nehemiah’s requests?
		4.  ____________ Begun (Neh. 2:11-20) 
	
Question: What can we learn from Nehemiah’s initial actions when he got to the city?		
