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VI.  The Life of Abraham Lesson 5: Keeping His Promise (Genesis 21:1-8)
	A.  The Context
	Genesis 21 records the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah. Twenty-five years after the original call of Abraham, God fulfilled the promise of offspring through the birth of Isaac.  
	The core verses of this lesson are sandwiched between two stories involving a king named Abimelech, who ruled in the region of Gerar.  Abraham and Sarah had moved into that region, the king brought Sarah into his harem after Abraham presented her as his sister.  God warned Abimelech in a dream about the true nature of Abraham and Sarah’s relationship.  Though Abimelech hadn’t touched Sarah, he confronted Abraham about the deception.  Genesis 21:22-34 records that Abimelech then made a covenant with Abraham after the birth of Isaac.  
	B.  Exploring the Text (Gen. 21:1-2)
		1.  God’s Promise _____________ (vv. 1-2)	
	We are reminded of the trustworthy nature of the Lord.  
		- We can trust God because He’s __________ trustworthy. 				- God keeps His _________ and His __________.
		- We can trust God because He is absolutely ___________.
	Although Sarah and Abraham both received the promise, Sarah is singled out in this verse as one who received the fulfillment of the promise made by the Lord.  God’s promise to Sarah wasn’t a general, generic promise but a personal one. 
	- When God makes a promise to us in His Word, we need to recognize it as a 	_____________ promise to us. 
	This birth happened “at the appointed time,” in fulfillment of the promise, although it certainly didn’t fit Abraham and Sarah’s expected schedule.  
	- Although God’s timing may be different from ours, He is __________ 	on time.
	The 25 years of waiting was difficult for Abraham and Sarah, but those years led to deeper faith in the Lord.  Often it’s to our great advantage that God allows us to wait on answers to prayer rather than answering immediately. 				- God often blesses us through times of ___________ and _________ 			in ways we couldn’t have experienced otherwise.
		2. God’s Promise ____________ 
 		- Isaac means ___________.  
		- Circumcision was the ________ of the covenant established by God.	 
		- Learning to obey God quickly fully is a mark of a _________ 				believer. 
  		- God keeps His promises in ___________ circumstance			

		3.  God’s Promise ____________ (v.8)
	
	C.  Discuss the Text
		1.  In what ways can God’s delay in answering our prayers be 				a blessing?
		2.  What relationship does our faith in God have to do with 				our obedience to God?
		3.  Are laughter, celebration and feasting important?  If so, 				why?

Next Lesson: Genesis 22:1-14


