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The Book of Philippians
XVI.  Exhortations to the Church Continued & Conclusion (4:14-23)
	A.  Partners in the Gospel
		1.  _____________ and ____________ (vv. 14-17) 
	The Philippians were not merely supporters, they were yoked together with him, sharing as they were able in his sufferings and in the relief of them.  These believers were prepared to experience financial adversity to bring comfort to him when he had been deprived of his freedom.
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	The principle of giving and receiving expresses one of Paul’s major ideas about the church.  
		- What the Church ________________.
	Believers bring what they have to the fellowship of the body and receive from it what they lack.  The Philippians had received from Paul.  Through him they had heard the gospel.  
		- What the Church ______________.
	They had given material gifts to Paul at least twice previously during his ministry in Thessalonica.  
		- The ideal _______________.
	This is an ideal description of the relationships we ought to foster among ourselves.  Ministers and congregations should learn there is no such thing as a one-man ministry, but rather ministry is a team effort.
		2.  The ______________ behind giving
	Money itself was not what was most important, but the spirit and generosity in which it was given.  He was not concerned about “the gift” but about “the fruit” or interest which accrued from the gift.  The profit from a gift accrues to the giver, the giver benefits from his investment.  By exercising generosity through their giving to him to support his ministry, the Philippians would increase more in what really mattered: Christian love.  	
	- There are always two aspects to this matter of the ___________ of the 	ministry.  
		-- The congregation gives to support the needs of those who 			_____________ to it.  
		-- But perhaps even more important is the ____________ of the 		congregation’s Christian ____________ through giving.  	
Paul turns to the language of sacrifice to express the meaning of the Philippians generosity and discusses:
		3.  _____________ Giving (vv.18-20).  
  	To give sacrificially means we may be in danger of placing ourselves in a financial need.  Paul has some words of encouragement: their needs will be supplied by the Lord, according to His riches in glory.  
	B.  Final Greetings (vv. 21-23)
	Philippians concludes with Paul’s final greetings and benediction.  In fact, there are three greetings: from Paul himself to all the Christians; then from the Christians who are with him; thirdly from the whole church in Rome.  
Discussion Questions:
1.  How would Paul’s relationship to the Philippians in giving and receiving be applied today?
2.  Should we ever sacrifice our own comfort for the sake of giving to support the things of God?  If so, how would this be practiced? 				
3.  What is meant by “the priesthood of the believer?”  How is this “priesthood” exercised by the believer?	

