The Book of Philippians
VII.  Living Worthy of the Gospel: A Call to Unity and Strength (1:27-2:18)
       A.  Keep Standing (1:27-30)
Paul continues by addressing:
                 1.  Worthy _____________ (v.27).  
         The ultimate goal for every believer is to become like Jesus.  This is what godly, Biblical transformation is all about.
QUESTION: What does it mean to you to live “worthy of the Gospel?”  
         Paul gives two exhortations which lead to worthy conduct:
         - They are exhorted to ____________ in one spirit.  
    
QUESTION: How do we stand against the powers that assault the church? 
         - They are exhorted to have one __________ and strive side by side for the 	faith.  
          Next, Paul addresses:
                 2.  Facing Opposition with ______________ (v.28).  
QUESTIONS: 1. Why is courage important for Christians facing opposition? 
 2. What assurance do we have when facing opposition
                 	3.  The privilege of _____________ (v.29-30).  
         		- I Peter 4:12 
           	- Matthew 5:10-12 
QUESTION: In what ways can we view suffering for Christ as a privilege rather than a burden? Share personal experiences if comfortable.
         B.  Resources for Christian Unity (2:1-
                  1.  Paul’s ________ (v.1).  
         Paul is not doubting the Philippians have any experience of the various things he mentions, in this context “if” really means “since.”  Since these Christians have experienced God’s blessings, they ought to exhibit the influence of those blessings have on their lives, in particular in how they engage one another.  Note what these blessing are:
                  	- Being __________ with Christ.  
		Ephesians 1:3-4											Romans 6:2-4; 6-7 										II Corinthians 5:17
                  - _____________ from His love.  
                  - _____________ in the Spirit.  

                  2.  Paul’s ____________ (vv.2-4) 
         Paul spells out that this means being willing to put others first in several 	important ways:
         		- Live in Christian ____________.  
	         - Have the right ____________.  
	         - Consider the interests of ____________.  
QUESTIONs
1.  How can we encourage unity and mutual love in our church
2.  How can we actively put the interests of others before our own while maintaining our personal spiritual growth?



