The Book of Philippians
I.  Introduction
	A.  Background and Occasion
		1.  Philippi was the first European city known to be visited by one of the Apostles.  Paul and his companions (Silas, Timothy and Luke) went there on Paul’s second missionary journey.  
	Philippians is one of four epistles that Paul wrote while in prison for the first time in a Roman jail (Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon).  While there, the Philippian church got word of his imprisonment and sent Epaphroditus with a love gift.  While there, Epaphroditus became ill, however he recovered.  Paul sent him back to Philippi and sent this epistle with him.
II.  Dear Philippians (1:1-2)
	A.  The Greeting
	In Paul’s day, they customarily opened with the name of the writer, the name of the recipient, and some sort of greeting.  Let’s take note of his greeting:
		1.  He wishes __________ and __________ on them.  
	The only way to experience God’s grace and peace is through salvation, 
which comes only through the triune God.  In one simple greeting Paul infers some of the deepest and richest truths of the great gospel message.
	B.  The Readers
	There are four things which characterize the recipients:
		1.  They are ___________ or ‘holy ones’.  
	This is the New Testament’s word to describe every Christian.  
		2.  They are in _________________.  
		3.  They are at _____________.  
		4.  They are with the ___________ and ___________.  
	
	C.  The Correspondents
		1.  Philippians comes from __________ and ___________.  
III.  A Sharing Church (1:3-5)
	Paul’s relationships with the congregations he had founded varied.  He had problems with the worldliness of the Corinthians, he had struggles with the Galatians commitment to the grace of God in the gospel.  This was not the case with the Philippian church.  
	A.  Paul’s Prayer
		1.  Paul doesn’t pray for some and leave others out.
	B.  Paul’s Partnership
		There are three things we want to take not of:
		1.  Their partnership was ___________centered.  
		2.  Their partnership was ___________ and ___________.  
		3.  Their partnership was ____________.  

Group Discussion
The relationship between Paul and the church at Philippi is an example for the relationship we have with each other and our church.  Based upon what we have learned answer the following questions.
1.  What are some potential obstacles to the relationship we have with those who are a part of our church fellowship?  What can we do to overcome these obstacles?
2.  How can we center our relationships on the gospel rather than mere social connection? 

3.  What tangible ways can we support each other and our church leaders? 




